
GEORGE FLOYD, May 31, 2020 – Statement by Pastor Tim 

I have another prepared statement for you. This is the second prepared statement in as many weeks because, well, 
these are the times we’re living in. As you probably know by now, a black gentleman named George Floyd was 
murdered in Minneapolis, MN this past Tuesday. He was murdered in police custody by a cop with a history of 
troublesome behavior who, frankly, did not deserve to be wearing a badge. A month before that, a young black man 
named Ahmaud Arbery was out for a jog when two white men thought he fit a description, and played judge, jury 
and executioner all on their own. Ahmaud was shot in broad daylight and killed. 

In the wake of these events, protests have sprouted up and escalated around the country. As I watch these protests 
on TV, the vast majority of which are peaceful, I am overwhelmed with grief. I am sad that so many people feel so 
dejected that they feel the need to  form in large gatherings during a pandemic to make their voices heard. I am sad 
that some of these protests have turned to riots, and I fear for the many law enforcement officers who are putting 
their bodies on the line to make sure that people are safe during these protests and riots. I’ve spent much time 
crying the last 48 hours, and I’ve taken time to reach out to people who need support. I’ve reached out to friends of 
mine who are black and brown to let them know I have their back, that I love them and I’ve reached out to the 
families of honorable police officers who strive to serve and protect. If I’m being honest with myself and with you, I 
feel like a traitor, playing both sides of an issue, and I’m really stressed that this has somehow turned, once again, 
to Black vs. Blue. If you’re the family member of police officer, I want to let you know that I love you, I pray for your 
safety, and I need you to know that the fear you feel right now is the same fear that a black mother feels every time 
her baby walks out of the house. 

I’m mad that this is the state of our country. 

Despite what the headlines try and tell us, we know that these protests are not only about George Floyd’s death. 
The public lynching of George Floyd is the symptom of a much bigger problem, every facet of which needs attention 
and intervention. Our criminal justice system is stacked so drastically against poor people, especially poor people 
of color. For-profit prisons make it so that wealthy prison tycoons can profit off of the incarceration of people, and 
we find that black and brown people take the brunt of this scheme. Our educational system gives a 
disproportionate amount of state and federal funding to primarily white school districts, including our very own 
Haverford Township School District. Real estate red lines still, largely exist, healthy food is less accessible in 
minority communities and in poor communities,, and, if you remember headlines from a month ago, the COVID-19 
pandemic has hit our African American siblings harder due to systems of poor health care and nutrition. 

This is the system that we we’ve been born into. This is the system that I have benefitted from. This is what we’ve 
inherited from our parents, grandparents, and ancestors. You didn’t choose to be born into this system, but here 
you are, and we need to figure out a way to fix things. We, as the body of Christ, need to embody the change we 
want to see in our society. It’s not enough to just not be racist, or feel like you’re doing your part because your kid 
married a black man, or your best friend is Latino.  

Our work of knowing Christ and making Christ known must contain awkward conversations after inappropriate 
comments from friends and relatives, it’ll mean calling out local officials to make sure they’re doing everything in 
their power to level the playing field, it’ll mean learning about, reading, and discussing the evils of White 
Supremacy, it’ll mean owning the ways White Supremacy plays out in our hearts, and it’ll mean making racial 
justice a top priority in the voting booth. 

If you can, I’d like you to contribute financially to the Philadelphia Bail Fund, which posts bail for poor individuals 
so they can get decent legal counsel outside prison and actually be regarded as innocent until proven guilty. Mary 
and I will be doing so. 

Our Book Club is reading a book that would be particularly helpful. In fact, they’re meeting tomorrow night at 8 PM 
to discuss it. If you’d like the link, shoot me an email. It’s by a woman named Austin Channing Brown and it’s called 
“I’m Still Here. Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness.” Let me know if you can’t afford a copy and want one. 
We will make that happen for you. 

This morning we celebrated Kids Sunday. We had fun, we sang songs, we laughed, we danced. Today was 
Pentecost, where we remember the importance of God’s Holy Spirit. We can still gather together, we can have joy, 
we can have fun and we need to do this important work of combatting white supremacy that exists in the church 
and in our world. Today, I pray that God’s Holy Spirit may move in your heart so that you will join me in 
dismantling the oppressive systems we live in. If anyone wants to talk, I’m here, and I hope you’ll come to me about 
anything I’ve said, especially if you take issue with it. I love you all, and I pray we can move forward together boldly 
and in unity. Amen. 


