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TLC Resumes In-Person Worship Service  

By Eric Sacks 

On Sunday, April 11th, a small group gathered in the TLC sanctuary for a very special 

8:30 service. As we have become accustomed to doing, we took precautions. We self-

screened ourselves for symptoms of COVID-19 and, just in case someone turned out to 

be sick, we signed in to support contact tracing. Everyone wore a mask regardless of 

vaccination status and we kept our distance. But these precautions are no longer so 

special. They have become a routine part of in-person worship.  

The April 11th service was 

special because of the 

return of treasured aspects 

of worship service that have 

been absent for months. 

There was beautiful music 

produced by members of 

our own congregation and 

fresh altar flowers. We 

heard Pastor Tim’s 

passionate sermon live … 

and in person. We have 

now resumed communion 

and this past Sunday, April 

25th, attendance was 

noticeably increased. 

It is more than a year since TLC suspended in-person Sunday worship services, perhaps 

for the first time in living memory. A lot has happened in the interim. Our lives have been 

changed, but real life marches forward nonetheless. There have been tragedies and 

triumphs of spirit. A congregation that refused to be isolated from one another, learned to 

worship together … virtually. 

In person service was briefly resumed during the fall, but the resurgence of the virus 

forced us to close our doors once again. In recent months, a small group has gathered 

for a quiet prayer service each Sunday. In doing so, we have learned how to conduct an 

in-door gathering that really implements public health recommendations. We have 

learned how to guide each returning mission partner through the awkward practices of 

signing in, distancing, and taking communion with a mask. We have set an example for 

the community of how to conduct in-person gatherings responsibly. And we have been 

blessed with new attendants. 

As attendance grows, it is fitting that our beloved sanctuary should open up a bit more 

each Sunday during springtime. Since space is limited, please make sure you sign up 

here (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4eaaae28a3fe3-inperson) when you plan 

your next visit. We hope that we will see you soon.  

Pastor Tim wears his autism awareness stole for both 

in-person and livestreamed worship on a Sunday in 

April. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4eaaae28a3fe3-inperson


  

 

  

Temple Easter Bunnies Deliver 900 Eggs to Happy Kids! 

By Julianna Pierdomenico (Children, Youth & Family Minister) 

The 2021 Easter Egg Hunt looked pretty different! This year has been a year of thinking outside of the box in order to put on 

events while still honoring everyone’s health. Because of this, we decided to do an “Egg My Yard” style hunt. Families signed 

up on a google form to have TLC “bunnies” come and hide eggs in their yard to find for Easter morning.  

There was a lot of preparation for this event as we were tasked with filling and delivering close to 900 eggs! Jeanne Daniels, 

Lynn Santo Domingo, Sherri Hulcher, and myself filled the eggs and brought them back to the church for Jeanne, Sherri, and 

myself to sort and organize the morning of the hiding. Each child that was signed 

up would receive 20 eggs, and so we organized the eggs by what was in them 

(candy, toys, coins) and filled up bags for each individual household. The bags 

were then divided up per deliverer and the families they were delivering to.  

Thanks to the Halloween Care Packages, Advent in a Box, and Lent in a Bag, TLC 

members have had a lot of practice with delivering items to homes across the 

community. Amanda Quillen, Ingrid Burd, Brian Lay, Jim Gallagher, and Kathy 

Farally served as our “bunnies.” Some homes asked for the eggs to be delivered to 

their front porch, while others asked for them to be hidden in the front yard, back 

yard, or both! The “bunnies” picked up their orders the Saturday afternoon before 

Easter, and delivered them before Easter morning.  

With this event we were able to bless eight TLC families and close to 15 families all 

over Havertown! This delivery, just like the other deliveries, has been a beautiful 

example of bringing people together and working as one for God’s mission and 

purpose while celebrating Jesus’s resurrection. A huge thank you to all who helped 

make the 2021 Easter Egg Hunt a success!  

Good Friday Tenebrae Service Touches Emotions 

By Leah Hynansky  

The Good Friday Tenebrae service with Temple Lutheran Church of Havertown and Grace Lutheran Church was a depth of 

cleansing grief that I have rarely experienced in any religious community. The last breath of Jesus hung in the air and sadness 

moved me to despair. The church was shrouded in black. The music was moving and stunningly beautiful. As I “inhaled and 

exhaled” following the words of both Pastors, I realized the sacrifices made by Jesus. I was keenly aware of the gift of oxygen 

and of my own freedoms and limitations. My tears became a beautiful part of the service for me. They were tears of grief, fear 

and appreciation.  

Christ is life. All of the cells of my body were inhaling and exhaling 

the moment.  

This service  helped me understand that in Christ, we give up the 

fights within humanity to come to understand one another through 

inclusion, service and community. We learn from one another and 

we love one another. I have never before felt so fully present in 

grief. I was grateful to be welcomed to experience the gift of 

oxygen and praise in a safe space. 

I felt myself breathing in the pains of Christ, my community and 

myself - breathing in the want to learn, grow and give by absorbing 

palpably the sacrifices and inspirations of Christ. There is so much 

for me to learn about other people's perspectives.  

I wanted to experience some new way of worship. I am so grateful 

that I attended and that I was welcomed for who I am, just as I am. I learned so much. I am forever grateful for choosing to be 

present. 

Thank you to both pastors and to both communities for such a dedicated experience that made me so viscerally understand 

the word of God. We are always inhaling and exhaling, but rarely do I stop to realize the sacrifice and the potential of that gift 

from God. This Tenebrae service reminded me that we all breathe the same air. At this service, I realized the gift and potential 

that Christ gave all of us. . . . “Inhale. Exhale.” 

Pastor Tim extinguishes a candle during the Good 

Friday Tenebrae service. 



Understanding Our Core Values,  

Vision and Mission 

Temple Lutheran Church has recently studied and revised its core values, vision 

and mission. Our values, our vision, and our mission (which helps us fulfill this 

vision) can be seen in the graphics below. Pastor Tim has dedicated his sermon 

the last few weeks to explaining what this all means and encouraging us to fully 

embrace and put into practice these values.  

Each week of the sermon series, Pastor Tim 

has focused on one of the mission 

components. The first, Welcome 

Unconditionally, has been a strong point 

for TLC. Unconditionally means everyone, 

without regard to national origin, race, age, 

gender, gender and sexual identity, or 

ability.  Jesus imposed no restrictions and we do not either. 

Second is Worship Fully. If we do this, we believe that the other components of 

our mission statement will follow. Worshiping fully means bringing your whole 

self to worship. Worship starts on Sunday and propels us out into the world to 

embody the presence of Jesus to others 

and to transform this world.  

Live Generously is next and takes many 

forms. It consists of charitable drives such 

as Jengathon, the home in Haiti, and the 

food pantry. It means giving our time and 

talent to work for peace and justice in this 

world. It also means stewarding our vulnerability: opening ourselves fully to 

others, trusting others and allowing ourselves to be transformed by others. The 

last piece is sharing our finances with the church and those in need. In this 

church, we try not to use the word “donate” 

when financially contributing to the church.  

Instead, we give, share, or contribute. We 

are the church and living generously needs 

to be engrained in our Christian living. 

The last component of our mission is 

Celebrate Growth. This includes 

institutional growth and also individual growth, as well as growth in the 

community and growth in our understanding of social issues. To learn more 

about growth be sure to worship with TLC this coming Sunday, either in person 

at 8:30 (pre-register) or on livestream at 9:30 to hear Pastor Tim preach the final 

sermon in this series. If you missed any of the sermons, you can find them on 

YouTube.   

New Child and 

Youth Safety  

Policy 

The Council has approved a new 

Child and Youth Safety Policy 

(CYSP). This incorporates a new 

process for approving adults to 

work with children and youth in the 

congregation and establishes 

approvals for youth 

volunteers.  Anyone who wants to 

work with children and youth will 

need to follow this new process, 

which may require them to 

resubmit or update their 

clearances to the Child and Youth 

Safety committee. There may be 

new forms you need to fill out so 

be sure to read the instructions 

on the website. The directions can 

be found on the TLC website under 

the Kids-> Child and Youth Safety 

heading.  

Jengathon Is a Huge Success! 

The Jengathon fundraiser, held during Lent to raise money for the Tiny House 

project in Philadelphia, was a big success. Thank you to all who organized, 

played and/or contributed to this project. Here are the stats: 

Money raised at TLC/Grace:  $7,168.39 

Matching donation by generous anonymous donor:  $7,310 

Total number of families played: 8 

Number of blocks played by the winner - Pastor Tim!: 41 



   

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Contact Us 

If you have any questions, or if 

you have suggestions  or 

submissions for the  

upcoming Evangel: 

Temple Lutheran Church 

501 Brookline Blvd 

Havertown, PA 19083 

(610) 446-3270 

temple@templelutheran.org 

Visit us on the web at 

www.templelutheran.org 

Book Club Meeting 

Our next book for the 

TLC Bookclub will be 

People of the Lie by M. 

Scott Peck.  

Please join us on 

Monday, May 3 at 8 PM 

for great discussion and 

fellowship. Even if you 

haven't read the book, 

you are very welcome to join! For more 

details on how to join the video chat, contact 

Despina at despina.kontos@gmail.com.  

Women’s Group Meeting 

The women’s group will meet by Zoom on 

Sunday, May 16 at noon. If you have 

questions, contact Lisa Schneller. 

Staying Connected in Community  

The group will meet by Zoom on Thursday, 

May 20 at 7:45 p.m. If you have questions, 

contact Lisa Schneller. 

 

Contributing to Temple 

While we are all social distancing, the work 

and expenses of the church continue. There 

are now many ways you can give to TLC: 

Mail a check to the church office, authorize 

payment through your bank, sign up for 

electronic giving with Celia Engman, use the 

PayPal link on the website or in Temple 

Connections. Questions? Contact Celia 

Engman or the office.  

TLC Food Pantry Garden Help 

Noel Smyth is taking the lead on the garden 

and is looking for 4 servants to join the crew. 

Email Noel at noel.smyth.jr@gmail.com. 

Bear Creek Camp 

Bear Creek Camp, is a Lutheran camp for 

children grades 2-12.  If you are interested 

in sending your child to camp at any point 

over the summer, please reach out to Pastor 

Tim. Bear Creek offers an experience that 

will change your child’s life!  You can also 

find more info at: www.bearcreekcamp.org. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Monday   TLC Book Club 

May 3   Enjoy a lively discussion 

8 PM  

Tuesday  LIFE Center Meal 

May 11   Contact: Ingrid Burd 

6 PM  

Sunday   Women’s Group   

May 16   At noon on Zoom 

Thursday  Staying Connected in Community  

May 20   At 7:45 PM on Zoom  

Saturday  TLC Food Pantry Service Day 

May 22   Servants Welcome! 

Saturday  The Wendy Long Memorial Spaghetti 

May 22   Dinner to Go 

     2 PM - 7 PM 

Sunday   Kids Sunday 

May 23   Livestreamed Worship Service 

9:30 AM   Temple Lutheran Church 

Monday   TLC Book Club 

June 7   Enjoy a lively discussion 

8 PM  

Thursday  Staying Connected in Community  

June 17   At 7:45 PM on Zoom  

Sunday   Women’s Group   

June 20   At noon on Zoom 

Saturday  TLC Food Pantry Service Day 

June 26   Servants Welcome! 

 

mailto:despina.kontos@gmail.com

