
THE EVANGEL 

               Temple Lutheran Church                                August 2021 

 

Join us for Worship 

In-Person Worship, 
Live Streamed  

Sundays  
at 9:30 a.m. 

9:30 Live Streaming 
will continue 
indefinitely. 
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Christmas in July Carnival: Fun and Funds 

On a pleasant Sunday morning in July, following the 9:30 worship service, TLC held a 

Christmas in July Carnival to raise money for Dignity Duffles. This cause provides duffle 

bags for foster kids who would otherwise need to pack their belongings in trash bags in 

order to move on to a safer environment.  

The carnival, which was set up outside the 

church in order to encourage community 

participation,  included an arts and crafts 

activity and many treats, such as hoagies, 

donuts and Miss Jeanne’s special cotton 

candy. It was especially nice to see so many 

children – we have missed them greatly over 

these many long pandemic months. 

Thank you to the organizers: Lisa and Mike 

Schneller, Grace Schneller, Jeanne Daniels, 

Amy Mescia, Juli Pierdomenico, Rob Mannix 

and Karen Kampmeyer Mannix. Altogether 

$1,597.96 was raised and we purchased 66 

duffle bags. Thank you also to everyone who 

participated. 

Third Birthday Benefits Food Pantry 

You may remember William from two years ago 

when at his first birthday party, in lieu of gifts, he 

requested donations for TLC’s food pantry. After a 

year of skipped birthday parties due to COVID, 

William used his third birthday to once again 

request donations to the food pantry. This is one 

generous little guy! And it runs in the family; his 

little sister will soon turn one year old and will also 

receive food donations for her birthday. Thank you 

both (and Mom for “helping”). 

Also, check out Temple’s Facebook page to view 

the video telling the story of Jonah Sun’s creation 

of the Foods for Fords cookbook. Jonah is a 

Haverford High School student who compiled a 

cookbook that one hundred percent benefits TLC’s 

food pantry. The cookbook is $12 and can be 

found in the back of the church after worship service, or contact Bridget McCormack at 

bmccormack29@gmail.com or the church office. Cash, check or Venmo is accepted. 

William and his birthday gifts, 

collected for the food pantry. 

Kids enjoy the arts and crafts 

table at TLC’s Christmas in July 

Carnival. 



  

 

  Pastor Tim Returns for Christmas in July Worship Service 

Temple Lutheran’s annual Christmas in July worship service is usually an anticipated event under normal circumstances, but 

this year it was even more so as Pastor Tim returned that day from his six-

week family leave. He led us in worship, prayer and song in a service 

including traditional Christmas carols and an appearance from one of Leo’s 

famous Hallmark snowmen.  

We were not abandoned during Pastor Tim’s absence. Rev. Heidi Rodrick-

Schnaath and our Director of Discipleship Rob Mannix filled in as worship 

leaders with assistance from our Children, Youth and Family Minister 

Julianna Pierdomenico. The sermons on Jesus: Healer were excellent and 

inspiring. And as usual, Juli’s children’s sermons were relatable to all ages, 

even the “seniors.”   

Welcome back, Pastor Tim! You were missed, but we were in good hands. 

Oh, and Merry Christmas, everyone! 

Pastor Tim and his snowman helper deliver  

the Christmas in July sermon. 

Forget the Olympics!  

Meet Temple’s dream team: (left to right) Rev. Heidi Rodrick-Schnaaf, Juli Pierdomenico, and Rob Mannix. 

Temple Joyously Cuts Ribbon for New Solar Panels 

By Noel Smyth  

I am pleased to announce that henceforth, Temple Lutheran Church will no longer emit greenhouse gases or other air 

pollutants in powering the buildings with electricity! We recently installed a 44kW solar PV system on three arrays across the 

roofs of the buildings and will generate upwards of 58MW hours of power annually, reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 24 

tons a year and providing for 100% of the building electricity needs. This system is tied to the PECO grid, and we thank PECO 

for this service, making the solar system viable and effectively acting as a battery. This system will pay for itself in about 10 

years, offsetting the utility bill and providing additional savings for the church community well into the future. This is a true win 

for the Church, the community, our children and the environment. 

Holy Solars LLC was formed to fund and install the system, allowing the 

federal tax incentives to help reduce the payback period. After the 

system is paid off in ten years, the system will become owned by TLC.  

I want to send a huge thanks to the group of membership partners that 

provided the backing to make this happen: Roy and Nancy Hallowell, 

Mark and Vanessa Wallace, Dave and Gail Nichols and Susan Best and 

Fran Talarowski. Look for updates on the energy produced and 

emissions reduced.  

We have no more time to waste, we must reduce the amount of 

greenhouse gases emitted into the atmosphere in order to reduce the 

worst impacts of climate change. This will require action at all levels. If 

you have not yet considered going solar, please contact Solarize Delco 

to see how you too can go solar!  ( https://solarizedelco.org/ ) 

Thank you and God bless! 

Pastor Tim cuts the ribbon for the newly 

installed solar panels with the help of son Leo, 

Noel Smyth and local officials. 

https://solarizedelco.org/


New Child and 

Youth Safety Policy 

The Council has approved a new Child 

and Youth Safety Policy (CYSP). This 

incorporates a new process for approving 

adults to work with children and youth in 

the congregation and establishes 

approvals for youth volunteers.  Anyone 

who wants to work with children and youth 

will need to follow this new process, which 

may require them to resubmit or update 

their clearances to the Child and Youth 

Safety committee. There may be new 

forms you need to fill out so be sure to 

read the instructions on the website. 

The directions can be found on the TLC 

website under the Kids-> Child and Youth 

Safety heading.  

Temple Lutheran Welcomes ALL 

By Karen Kampmeyer-Mannix 

About five years ago, my family was looking for a new church home. Church is 

a place where I always feel welcomed, nurtured, challenged, and – most 

importantly – like I BELONG. When looking for a Christian community, we were 

seeking one that fully integrated all persons, including those who identify as 

LGBTQIA+. I was tired of seeing loved ones feel conditionally accepted, if not 

outright ostracized by Christian communities. We knew that the ELCA (national 

body of Lutheran churches) had passed a Social Statement allowing churches 

to call gay and lesbian pastors, and to bless the unions of any two committed, 

consenting adults. 

On the first Sunday at TLC, we 

knew that we found a 

community that was diverse, 

loving, and fully inclusive. After 

getting to know others by 

joining various ministry and 

service opportunities, I knew I 

was “home.” Given how open 

everyone was and seeing a 

wide range of people sitting in the pews of other churches I had been in, I was 

surprised to see that the congregation was not listed as “Reconciling in Christ.” 

Being a RIC congregation publicly identifies that church as a place that fully 

lives into the hymn “All are Welcome.” I was given wholehearted 

encouragement to find out how TLC could become a RIC congregation. 

Our congregation embarked on a course of study and discernment, that allowed 

us to learn about the experiences – both distressing and life-giving – of our 

LGBTQIA+ siblings. Through Bible study and listening to voices of LGBTQIA+ 

persons and clergy, we began to discern our response to Christ’s call to 

welcome and include all persons. The process led to a “pulse of the 

congregation” poll to assess the will of the congregation which resulted in 

UNANIMOUS SUPPORT for creating a Welcome Statement. Temple 

announced our commitment to supporting and including all children of God – 

LGBTQIA+ as well as all those of various races, income, and education across 

all walks of life. Temple was ready to welcome ALL into the life of Temple 

Lutheran Church. 

This is far from the end of a process. We continue to strive to make sure others 

know of our stance and values. We continue to question and challenge 

ourselves on issues such as the language we use, the hymns we choose, and 

to whom we share and rent our space. We are committed to insuring that we do 

not give into conscious or unconscious bias and that we communicate directly 

and indirectly to ALL the love of Jesus and the care and support of Temple’s 

congregation. 

(Karen Kampmeyer-Mannix has been a TLC Mission Partner since 2016.) 

Starting August 1, 9:30 AM  

In-Person and Live-Streamed 

August 1—The Idolatry of God 

August 8—Why Did Jesus Die? 

August 15— Free Will 

August 22—Baptism As Fire  

Insurance 

August 29—Life After Death 

Merion Mercy Honor Roll 

Merion Mercy High School and TLC 

are pleased to announce the 

following honors for two of our 

mission partners: 

Caroline Szlachta, 10th grade  

Distinguished Honors  

(GPA of 4.0 or higher) 

Samantha Szlachta, 11th grade 

Honors (GPA of at least 3.3) 



   

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Contact Us 

If you have any questions, or if 

you have suggestions  or 

submissions for the  

upcoming Evangel: 

Temple Lutheran Church 

501 Brookline Blvd 

Havertown, PA 19083 

(610) 446-3270 

temple@templelutheran.org 

Visit us on the web at 

www.templelutheran.org 

Book Club Meeting 

Our next book for the TLC 

Book Club will be The 

Universal Christ by 

Richard Rohr.  

Please join us on Monday, 

August 2 at 8 PM for great 

discussion and fellowship. 

Even if you haven't read the book, you are 

very welcome to join! For more details on 

how to join the video chat, contact Despina 

at despina.kontos@gmail.com.  

Assisting at Worship 

Now that we are back to In-Person worship 

we are looking for servants to help in 

leading worship. Check out the link in the 

Temple Connections or the Sunday Bulletin 

to sign up. You can sign up for as many jobs 

as you can do! Any questions please 

contact the office or Rob Mannix. 

Contributing to Temple 

While we are all social distancing, the work 

and expenses of the church continue. There 

are now many ways you can give to TLC: 

Mail a check to the church office, authorize 

payment through your bank, sign up for 

electronic giving with Celia Engman, use the 

PayPal link on the website or in Temple 

Connections. Questions? Contact Celia 

Engman or the office.  

Preparing Meals 

We have set up a sign-up genius sheet to 

provide dinner for the Cook family for the 

next few weeks. You can find the link in the 

Temple Connections or the Sunday Bulletin. 

Please sign up and with your “acts of 

service” let them know they are loved. New 

dates available! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Monday    TLC Book Club 

August 2   Enjoy a lively discussion 

8 PM 

Sunday    Farewell to Kevin and Christine 

August 8   Rieck 

10:30 AM  

Monday - Friday VBS Compassion Camp 

August 9-13  St. Paul’s Lutheran, Ardmore 

9 AM to noon  www.stpaulsardmore.org/ 

      vacation-bible-school 

Saturday   TLC Food Pantry Service Day 

August 28   Servants Welcome! 

Monday    TLC Book Club 

September 6  Enjoy a lively discussion 

8 PM  

Sunday    God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday 

September 12 Contact: Rob Mannix 

10:30 AM  

Tuesday   LIFE Center Meal 

September 14 Contact: Ingrid Burd 

6 PM  

Sunday    Rally Day 

September 19 Sunday School begins with    

9:30 AM    outdoor rally following service 

mailto:despina.kontos@gmail.com

