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TLC Provides 

Bagged Meals 

for Life Center 

May’s Life Center meal preparations 

were very different from the usual, 

partly due to the Corona virus. Susan 

Best, who coordinates both the meal 

planning and the TLC servants who 

buy and prepare the food, met the 

challenge of ever-changing 

circumstances with aplomb and 

flexibility.  

Due to renovations at the Life 

Center, residents were moved to two 

local hotels and thus kitchen space was unavailable. Susan planned the bagged meals with 

convenience and nutrition in mind. TLC mission partners donated the food; the Mannions — 

Darcy, Declan, Dana and Delaney — willingly and joyfully stepped up to prepare and pack the 

meals; and others offered to deliver the meals to the hotels.  

Once again the people of TLC have proven that these crazy and unusual times in which we’re  

living will not keep us from making Christ known.  

Declan, Dana and Delaney safely prepare bagged 
lunches for the Upper Darby Life Center residents. 

Kids’ Sunday Goes Virtual 

By now we know the drill: No in-person worship; turn on our computer, tablet or phone; and 

thankfully participate as best we can in online streaming worship. Kids’ Sunday was the latest 

example. Thanks to the hard work of Juli Pierdomenico along with Jeanne Daniels, Rob 

Mannix, Sarah Foss, Pastor Tim, Florrie Marks, Kyle Barger, all the parents who filmed and 

guided their children, and especially the kids themselves, it was joyful and fulfilling. 

True professions of faith were offered by kids from four to sixteen years old. Their wisdom 

and ability to articulate this faith was truthfully astounding. A deeper side of these youth was 

visible, one that hadn’t been so obvious in group worship. The future of our church looks very 

promising and will be in capable hands! 

The service was also fun and uplifting. A rendition of “Old 

Town Road,” renamed “Back to TLC,” starring Pastor Tim 

and Juli, along with guest appearances, including Leo, 

Gus, and Sam, caused an outbreak of smiles. The service 

concluded with a virtual passing of a lighted candle, the 

last candle being lit was the pascal candle in church — a 

promise of our reuniting and worshipping together in 

person once again.  

Meanwhile, well done, Juli, kids and all helpers! You bring 

us joy and hope. 



    

 

  

Meet Jeanne Pocock (first published June 2018) 

Jeanne Pocock will proudly tell you that she has belonged to Temple Lutheran Church for 74 years, since she was five years old. Her 

mother chose Temple because she had to walk to church towing that five-year-old and it was the closest church to their house. 

To list all of Jeanne’s service to Temple would fill a whole issue of The Evangel. She sang in the choir 

and taught Sunday school. (In ninth grade she was teaching fourth graders!) She was on Council for 

many years, serving six years on, one year off, then six years on again, etc. Sometimes she was the only 

woman on Council at time when it was expected that the woman would be the secretary. Her reply was, 

“What, men can’t write?” She did serve as president for three years.  

Jeanne ran a Christmas bazaar for 14 to 16 years, helping to raise funds and bring neighbors to the 

church. She participated in Temple’s Women’s Circle, a group that kept the kitchen clean and served tea 

and tea sandwiches at receptions, among other contributions. She still helps with the spaghetti dinner 

each year, serves as an usher at worship, and for the past 20 years has opened up the church each 

Sunday morning at 7:30 and set up communion.  

When asked her favorite thing about Temple, Jeanne says, “It’s family to me,” and she appreciates the 

opportunities to do outreach. In the past she notes that there was only a “traditional” service with an 

organ, while now the addition of the Praise Band service, though not her favorite, reaches out to bring in 

more people “so that’s a great thing.” The past also was more “proper,” involving formal prayer, while now 

things are more flexible and varied. She notes as an example making bread in church. 

Jeanne was a teacher in the Haverford school district for 35 years. She earned her teaching degree from West Chester State 

Teachers’ College (now West Chester University). She taught mostly 5th grade, in the Brookline and the Oakmont schools, now both 

closed. Over the years Jeanne has collected nativity sets from all over the world. At one time she had about 145 of them. Even this 

she turned into a means of service. In the past she would display the creches at Temple for free during the Advent season. Some 

people wanted to make donations, and so the church would use that money for things such as mosquito netting for those in 

developing countries. 

Jeanne has many nieces and nephews who live in New Jersey and Bucks County, and she enjoys spending time at the shore with 

them. We are grateful to Jeanne for her continued service to Temple. Through the many changes Temple has seen, she has 

remained a dedicated presence!   

Jeanne Pocock 

arrives early at 

worship to set up.  

In certainty of the resurrection, 

Temple Lutheran Church celebrates the life of 

Isabel Jeanne Pocock 

April 24,  1939 - May 5, 2020 

Memorial service arrangements to be  

determined.  

Dear Friend, 

It is with great sadness that I announce to you the passing of Jeanne Pocock from this life into life eternal.  Jeanne had been sick for 

quite some time with kidney issues.  She elected to have no more surgeries or dialysis.  She left this world on her own terms.  She died 

in her home this morning (May 5, 2020). 

Pastors aren't supposed to have favorites...  Jeanne was special.  She has been a staple in the Temple Lutheran Church family since 

she was a little girl, and at times, the backbone.  Jeanne loved Jesus, and she loved her church.  She cherished its history, she relished 

in its present, and she marveled at its bright future.  She prayed for her church (and her pastor) every night, and she rarely missed an 

opportunity to remind me of that. 

She was keen and insightful.  She was simultaneously opinionated and easy-going. 

Here's something they don't teach you in seminary:  Cherish to person who can articulate to you "I don't always like change, but I know 

it's necessary, and I don't want my preferences to ever hold this church back from changing and growing."  Jeanne "got it."  She stood 

as a constant reminder of why this work is worth doing. 

Over the last 7+ years, I came to love Jeanne like a grandparent.  For many of us, it has been painful to see her body fail in recent 

years.  I'm proud to say that the wonderful people of this congregation stepped up for her in the last years of her life.  This community is 

awesome.  It's no wonder Jeanne told me that at her funeral, I should refer to TLC as her "second family." 

We will wait to make arrangements until it is safe to be together again.  Until then…  

Rest eternal grant her, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon her. 

God loves you, Jeanne.  So do I.  Thanks for being you. 

In Christ, 

On April 24 we were able to 

celebrate Jeanne’s 81st 

birthday with a drive-by. We 

waved and shared our love 

for Jeanne as she watched 

from her front porch. 

Thank you, Jeanne. 



Book Club Goes to 

Video-Conferencing 

The TLC Bookclub read for this month will be 

"I'm Still Here: Black Dignity in A World Made 

for Whiteness", by Austin Channing Brown 

(http://austinchanning.com/the-book). As 

quoted by Publisher's Weekly "In this 

powerful book, Brown is up front about her 

exhaustion with white people as she 

meticulously details the experience of being 

a black woman in modern American society." 

Join us via video-conferencing on Monday 

June 1st at 8pm (BlueJeans software), for a 

great discussion and opportunity to connect 

with the TLC community. Please send 

private message for video-conferencing 

information.  

 

Live Streaming 

Services Continue 

Many thanks to Florrie Marks, Kyle 

Barger, Sarah Foss, Amanda Quillen, 

Mark Wallace, Juli Pierdomenico and 

Pastor Tim for continuing to bring 

everything together and live stream the 

services..  

Come and share the experience. Find 

the link on the website 

templelutheran.org or in your Temple 

Connections and participate in this 

wonderful thing we call church. Bulletins 

are also available online. 

School Supplies Needed: 

Help Fill the Backpacks 

Using Thrivent Action Team money, area churches are 

continuing the tradition of sponsoring a service project this summer to 

provide backpacks to be distributed to local school children in need of a 

little help to start the school year. 

We need your help to fill the backpacks! 

This year we have several ways to contribute: 

 Drop off donated school supplies in the collection box found outside the glass 

doors, next to the Food Pantry tub.  

 Make a monetary contribution to this effort. 100% of funds collected will be used to 

purchase school supplies to fill the backpacks. Contributions can be mailed to 

School Supplies c/o Jody Troyan, 1201 Swarthmore Ave., Folsom, PA 19033. 

Checks should be made payable to Grace Lutheran Church – Broomall. Dave 

Ehret is serving as Treasurer of this effort.  

 Make a monetary donation to Temple, clearly marked for “School Supplies”.   

 Use the Amazon Wishlist. Place an order and it will be shipped directly to the crew 

that will assembly the backpacks.  Link: https://tinyurl.com/175Backpacks 

Questions: Contact the office. 

Let’s see if we can make this a huge collection. Jeanne Pocock used to organize the 

collection every year. Thanks you for your support. 

BACK TO SCHOOL SUGGESTED SUPPLY LIST 

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL 
Planner 
Scotch Tape 
Scissors 
Highlighters 
No. 2 pencils 
Mechanical pencils 
Colored pencils 
Pencil sharpener 
Index cards (ruled & un-

ruled) 
Pens 
Protractor 
 

 
Ruler 
Mini-stapler 
1”, 3 ring binders 
Binder dividers 
Loose leaf paper 
Post-it Notes 
1 subject notebooks 
3 or 5 subject spiral note-

books 
Folders 
Book covers/jackets 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Plastic pencil box 
Pocket tissue packs 
Composition books 
Crayons (12 or 24 count box) 
Washable markers (8 count 

box) 
Glue (8 ounce bottle) 
Glue sticks 
Large pink erasers 
Pencils 
Pocket folders 
Safety scissors 
Pencil sharpeners 
Ruler 

The Phone Call 

By Eileen Keaveney 

On a not-so-great day in quarantine several weeks ago (is anyone still counting?) I 

was working on the Evangel in a miserable mood when the phone rang. The night 

before I had been eager to hear the governor’s plan for easing back into “normalcy.” 

When I saw the plan, however, I realized two things: One, we would be in the red 

phase FOREVER, and two, the yellow phase did not look much different. I was 

depressed and agitated. I tried complaining to my husband, but he said, “Well, there’s 

nothing you can do about it.” I replied (yelled?), “I know! That’s why I’m so mad!” 

I picked up the phone to hear Sue Cook’s cheerful voice. (Most of you know Sue; she 

is a pillar of Temple Lutheran Church.) She was calling, she said, to see how I was 

doing. She would be sorry she asked. I confessed to her my miserable mood and the 

reason for it. Sue mostly listened, and when she replied she commiserated with me. 

She didn’t tell me I shouldn’t feel so sorry for myself. She didn’t say, “Buck up!” AND 

she didn’t say, “Well, there’s nothing you can do about it.” What she basically said 

was, “I know … this stinks. I’m sick of it too.” We whined for a bit (well, mostly I 

whined), and between Sue’s sympathetic ear and her injection of humor, I began to 

feel a bit better. As the conversation continued, we ended up admitting that, yes, we 

were better off than many people. Being retired, we still had incomes and plenty of 

food. Our families were healthy, and we could still do MOST of what we wanted. 

I’m sure Sue had other calls to make, but I never felt rushed. We finished up on a 

positive note, and I hung up the phone and returned to my work. … And I smiled.  

  

http://austinchanning.com/the-book?fbclid=IwAR3KqlRaLcpAFbhrcajbRo7kAArvE1--bqUyufh8W5M0zNpNHvz3QlwTKL8


Pastor Tim’s Statement—COVID 19 UPDATE – May 24, 2020 

When our congregation council met this past Monday, we discussed the steps we would take to 

gradually resume church activities in a safe way that allows us handle the delicate balance between 

being together in community, and loving our neighbor by keeping everyone safe in the midst of this 

unprecedented global pandemic. In fact, we understood on Monday that this would be a sensitive 

subject that would evoke a gut-based emotional response from people, as do most matters of politics 

these days. I was advised to not use the words “opening” or “reopening” because they are triggering 

words for people on both extremes of the political spectrum. 

But over this weekend, there has been a lot of talk about reopening churches. President Trump has 

called on all governors to regard houses of worship as “essential” and allow them to re-open and 

resume all activities, including in-person worship. 

I agree with our president, that houses of worship, of all religions, are essential and the first 

amendment covering our right to worship is one of this country’s greatest assets. And yet, I take issue 

with all of the talk about “reopening” that has taken place in our public discourse. Friends, the church 

has always been open. We have restricted many activities and moved worship to the internet for the 

good of public health, but our operations continue. We continue to worship God, study scripture, 

educate children, care for one another, care for those in our community, and feed those who need it. We 

continue to know Christ and make Christ known. The church can only truly close when we stop loving 

our neighbor in the name of Jesus.  

Part of loving our neighbor is honoring the process of remediating the COVID-19 pandemic. To 

consider ourselves above that process… To consider our need to be together more important than the 

need to save lives, would be reckless and selfish, and one of the least Christian things we could do, 

especially here in Delaware County, where we are not effectively combating this virus.  

In the next week or so, we will put out a survey--to check in with you, see how you’re doing, how we 

can serve you, and your views on this pandemic. We will be assembling a taskforce of church leaders 

and medical professionals from our congregation which will develop a tier based system that will allow 

us to gradually resume church activities without posing a public health risk. We expect this to be a 

drawn out, gradual process, and it will even be inconvenient and frustrating at times. Please remember, 

God’s people have traveled gradually through the wilderness to the promised land before. God fed them 

along their journey, and we know that God will give us what we need in our journey. We thank you in 

advance for your patience, your grace and your continued emotional and financial support.  

I urge you, as your pastor, as the father of a newborn baby, to not be swept up in the political rhetoric 

of this time, and whenever possible, to love your neighbor through the act of physical distancing. Let us 

be kind to one another, offering the grace and forgiveness that Christ first gave us. Imagine that 

everyone is going through a difficult time, because in the many conversations I’ve had with you all, this 

is generally true. I long to be with you all again, but not if it will put any of you, your loved ones, or our 

essential workers at risk. We will continue in our mission, we will love our neighbor, we will remain 

essential and open, and we will worship, this morning and into eternity. Amen. 



Pastor Tim’s Statement—GEORGE FLOYD  - May 31, 2020 

I have another prepared statement for you. This is the second prepared statement in as many weeks because, well, 
these are the times we’re living in. As you probably know by now, a black gentleman named George Floyd was 
murdered in Minneapolis, MN this past Tuesday. He was murdered in police custody by a cop with a history of 
troublesome behavior who, frankly, did not deserve to be wearing a badge. A month before that, a young black man 
named Ahmaud Arbery was out for a jog when two white men thought he fit a description, and played judge, jury and 
executioner all on their own. Ahmad was shot in broad daylight and killed. 

In the wake of these events, protests have sprouted up and escalated around the country. As I watch these protests on 
TV, the vast majority of which are peaceful, I am overwhelmed with grief. I am sad that so many people feel so 
dejected that they feel the need to  form in large gatherings during a pandemic to make their voices heard. I am sad 
that some of these protests have turned to riots, and I fear for the many law enforcement officers who are putting 
their bodies on the line to make sure that people are safe during these protests and riots. I’ve spent much time crying 
the last 48 hours, and I’ve taken time to reach out to people who need support. I’ve reached out to friends of mine who 
are black and brown to let them know I have their back, that I love them and I’ve reached out to the families of 
honorable police officers who strive to serve and protect. If I’m being honest with myself and with you, I feel like a 
traitor, playing both sides of an issue, and I’m really stressed that this has somehow turned, once again, to Black vs. 
Blue. If you’re the family member of police officer, I want to let you know that I love you, I pray for your safety, and I 
need you to know that the fear you feel right now is the same fear that a black mother feels every time her baby walks 
out of the house. 

I’m mad that this is the state of our country. 

Despite what the headlines try and tell us, we know that these protests are not only about George Floyd’s death. The 
public lynching of George Floyd is the symptom of a much bigger problem, every facet of which needs attention and 
intervention. Our criminal justice system is stacked so drastically against poor people, especially poor people of color. 
For-profit prisons make it so that wealthy prison tycoons can profit off of the incarceration of people, and we find that 
black and brown people take the brunt of this scheme. Our educational system gives a disproportionate amount of 
state and federal funding to primarily white school districts, including our very own Haverford Township School 
District. Real estate red lines still, largely exist, healthy food is less accessible in minority communities and in poor 
communities,, and, if you remember headlines from a month ago, the COVID-19 pandemic has hit our African 
American siblings harder due to systems of poor health care and nutrition. 

This is the system that we we’ve been born into. This is the system that I have benefitted from. This is what we’ve 
inherited from our parents, grandparents, and ancestors. You didn’t choose to be born into this system, but here you 
are, and we need to figure out a way to fix things. We, as the body of Christ, need to embody the change we want to see 
in our society. It’s not enough to just not be racist, or feel like you’re doing your part because your kid married a black 
man, or your best friend is Latino.  

Our work of knowing Christ and making Christ known must contain awkward conversations after inappropriate 
comments from friends and relatives, it’ll mean calling out local officials to make sure they’re doing everything in 
their power to level the playing field, it’ll mean learning about, reading, and discussing the evils of White Supremacy, 
it’ll mean owning the ways White Supremacy plays out in our hearts, and it’ll mean making racial justice a top priority 
in the voting booth. 

If you can, I’d like you to contribute financially to the Philadelphia Bail Fund, which posts bail for poor individuals so 
they can get decent legal counsel outside prison and actually be regarded as innocent until proven guilty. Mary and I 
will be doing so. 

Our Book Club is reading a book that would be particularly helpful. In fact, they’re meeting tomorrow night at 8 PM to 
discuss it. If you’d like the link, shoot me an email. It’s by a woman named Austin Channing Brown and it’s called “I’m 
Still Here. Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness.” Let me know if you can’t afford a copy and want one. We will 
make that happen for you. 

This morning we celebrated Kids Sunday. We had fun, we sang songs, we laughed, we danced. Today was Pentecost, 
where we remember the importance of God’s Holy Spirit. We can still gather together, we can have joy, we can have 
fun and we need to do this important work of combatting white supremacy that exists in the church and in our world. 
Today, I pray that God’s Holy Spirit may move in your heart so that you will join me in dismantling the oppressive 
systems we live in. If anyone wants to talk, I’m here, and I hope you’ll come to me about anything I’ve said, especially if 
you take issue with it. I love you all, and I pray we can move forward together boldly and in unity. Amen. 



   

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Contact Us 

If you have any questions, or if 

you have suggestions  or 

submissions for the  

upcoming Evangel: 

Temple Lutheran Church 

501 Brookline Blvd 

Havertown, PA 19083 

(610) 446-3270 

temple@templelutheran.org 

Visit us on the web at 

www.templelutheran.org 

Book Club 

Temple’s Book Club is scheduled for Monday, 

June 1. This will be a video-conferencing 

meeting. Please keep reading, and watch for 

updates on Temple’s website or Facebook 

page. 

Bear Creek Camp 

Bear Creek Camp, is a Lutheran camp for 

children grades 2-12.  If you are interested in 

sending your child to camp at any point over 

the summer, please reach out to Pastor.  Bear 

Creek offers an experience that will change 

your child’s life!  You can also find more info at: 

www.bearcreekcamp.org 

TLC Garden Care 

The TLC Food Pantry’s Garden has been 

planted and we’ll need your help watering it. It 

involves going one day per week and using our 

rain buckets to make sure the crops are well 

hydrated. Your help will make sure that we 

have fresh produce for our pantry’s patrons. 

To sign up see the Temple Connections, 

search pantry@templelutheran.org for the sign

-up genius, or see Cam 

McCormack. 

 

 

Monday   Book Club 

June 1   Check with Despina for details 

8 PM     

Saturday  Food Pantry Service Day 

June 27   Volunteers Welcome! 

1-3 PM   

Please note: 

All events are subject to 

the stay-at-home orders in 

place at that time. Keep an 

eye on TLC’s website, 

Facebook page, and 

Temple Connections for up

-to-date information. 

Monday-Friday   Rocky Railway VBS 

August 3-7    Temple Lutheran Church   

9:00 AM—noon  Register Now! 

Sunday     Rocky Railway VBS Sunday 

August 9    Come and hear about the VBS 

9:30 AM   

Saturday    Food Pantry Service Day 

August 22    Volunteers Welcome! 

1-3 PM   

Monday   Book Club 

July 6   Check with Despina for details 

8 PM     

Tuesday  Dinner at the LIFE Center of Delco 

July 14   New delivery arrangements 

6 PM    Contact Susan Best for information 

Saturday  Food Pantry Service Day 

July 25   Volunteers Welcome! 

1-3 PM    


