
 
Dwelling in the Word is an ancient way of reading the Scripture. Dwelling in the Word is a way 

of spiritually submitting to the text as one way God speaks to us, with a willingness to be 

shaped by what God might want to say through the Scripture. In this way, we are being 

interpreted by the text together as we listen to it. 

Our hope is that this passage will be read and discussed before every meeting and visit that 

takes place in or through our ministries. Our hope is that this practice will help us all to become 

more spiritually astute, more vulnerable, and more in tune with God’s will for us and our 

church.  
 

Romans 7:14-25 

14 For we know that the law is spiritual; but I 
am of the flesh, sold into slavery under 
sin. 15 I do not understand my own actions. 
For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 
thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, 
I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact it is 
no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells 
within me. 18 For I know that nothing good 
dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can 
will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19 For I 
do not do the good I want, but the evil I do 
not want is what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do 
not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin 
that dwells within me. 

21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I 
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with 
the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my 
members. 24 Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25 Thanks 
be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

So then, with my mind I am a slave to the law of God, but with my flesh I am a slave to the law of 
sin. 

 Take time to discuss any or all of these questions. 

1. How do you feel about Paul’s words?  Do you identify with them?  Why or why not? 

2. What does it mean to be “powerless?” 

3. Does this make you feel any differently about Paul, who has widely been regarded as a 

good man, and a devoted servant of the Lord? 

4. Are you a good person?  Is it important that others regard you as a good person? 

5. How do you answer Paul’s question in the 24th verse?  What does that look like? 

6. How do Paul’s words speak into your experience with: Temptation?  Money?  Racism?  

Judging others? 
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