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Grace Lutheran: Making All Things New 

By Vicar Kayla Sadowy  

On November 14, 2021, Grace Lutheran Church celebrated the grand opening of The 

Wellness Center at Grace with blessing, feasting, and fellowship. This project started 

with grant funds to renovate some spaces at Grace 

so that they may be used for counseling, support 

groups, or any other wellness-promoting endeavor. 

Pastor Tim had the vision for using the space this 

way when it became clear that perhaps the nursery 

school ministry had run its course.  

After many months of elbow grease from Grace and 

Temple volunteers, the spaces began their 

utilization in mid-September. Scott Noye, a chef who 

resides in Broomall and owner of Chef Dad’s Table, 

approached Grace in search of space suitable to 

offering cooking classes to kids and teens, and so 

the first community partnership was hatched. Chef 

Scott is now offering multiple cooking classes for 

various ages, from toddlers through teens, as well 

as life skills classes like personal finance. Linda 

Schiavone, a local licensed professional counselor, 

is also utilizing space at Grace to offer low-cost, 

affordable mental health care.  

The event, Making All Things New, began with an ancient Epiphany blessing or house 

blessing, a ritual used since the early church. A special inscription was written above the 

door to signify Christ’s blessing on the space. Then, all 

who attended traveled from room to room, blessing it 

for its specific purpose using brief scripture passages 

and prayer. Following the blessing, we were able to 

celebrate together over a meal.  

The idea to celebrate this opening came from the 

generosity of Rob Mannix and Karen Kampmeyer-

Mannix. Furthermore, Rob and Karen were eager to 

donate the main dish for the event. So, Grace folks 

brought side dishes, desserts, and friends to celebrate 

the occasion. We at Grace were overwhelmed with the 

infectious energy of the day and are deeply grateful for 

all those from Temple who attended. If you are ever 

interested in seeing or utilizing The Wellness Center at 

Grace, do let us know. We are excited to see how the 

Holy Spirit is moving in and through this new ministry.  

Vicar Kayla, Rev. Jennifer 

Casey and Pastor Tim pose 

after blessing the new space  

at Grace. 

Mission partners pray during 

the dedication ceremony. 



  
Welcome One and All to TLC’s Café Adult Sunday School 

By Lillian Mittleman 

Everyone is welcome at TLC’s Café (aka grownup Sunday School); we study the Bible and how God’s word applies to our 

lives today.  

Throughout November, we’ve been discussing evil from 

Adam and Eve in Genesis through the Gospels. 

Coming up: 

 How to approach difficult conversations, guided by God’s 

love 

 Racial justice in light of God’s word and commandments 

 God’s teachings about any other events in the news 

 Guest speakers (we’ll announce guests to the entire 

congregation a few weeks in advance once scheduled) 

 Biblical “instruction” to help us: welcome unconditionally, 

worship fully, live generously and celebrate growth 

Questions are encouraged. We don’t always understand 

what God means in scripture and we look at different 

translations of the Bible, the historical and societal context from when the Bible was written, and protestant teachings from 

other denominations. (Some students weren’t raised in the Lutheran church.) 

We spread out across the room and wear masks. We’ve grown to about 10 in person and have a loyal few who join us via 

Zoom each Sunday at 9 a.m. 

Everyone is welcome - in person or via Zoom. Watch the weekly emails for the Zoom link. We always have coffee! 

New to the café - anytime you’re in the building - is a lending library of the book-club reads as well as other Christian books 

and Bible-study resources. Please look for the “Lending Library” signs on the book cases for books to share. 

Remembering Deceased Loved Ones on All Saints Sunday 

Each November Lutherans, as well as other religious denominations, celebrate All Saints Sunday to honor the saints, living 

and dead (meaning basically all of us). This year Vicar Kayla Sadowy of Grace Lutheran Church led us in worship while Pastor 

Tim recovered from back surgery. (Unable to stay away, Pastor Tim and his family joined us as worshippers.)  

As we entered the church, we each chose a piece of fabric from a basket, wrote our name on it, and returned it to a different 

basket. Later in the service we were given a piece of fabric from this second basket and instructed to find the named person at 

the gathering after worship service. As worshippers from Grace Lutheran gathered with us at Temple, the intention was to get 

to know one another and offer prayers of support.  

As we do each year on All Saints Sunday, we also 

remembered our loved ones who passed away in the previous 

year. Their names were read out loud by Vicar Kayla as a bell 

was rung for each, and worshippers were welcomed to come 

forward and light candles to honor their memories. It is a 

moving ceremony, and a respectful quiet filled the church while 

sacred music was played.   

A lively children’s sermon and an inspiring “adult” sermon were 

delivered by Vicar Kayla, and the Grace congregation and the 

Temple congregation shared communion together before 

gathering again outside to share refreshments and 

conversation. 

Thank you, Vicar Kayla, for your leadership, and thank you 

mission partners of Grace Lutheran for joining us here at 

Temple Lutheran for worship and fellowship. We look forward 

to seeing all of you again soon. 

 

TLC mission partners share and learn in the Café Adult 

Sunday School. 

Vicar Kayla leads the prayers, while Sue and Rob light 

candles to remember their deceased loved ones. 



Virtual Greetings Suffice for Now 

Sue Cook misses us. She has been worshipping online from home each 

Sunday. Of course we miss her too and offer her and the others who worship 

from home peace and greetings each week during the service. But she waves 

and waves, hoping that we will feel her, if not see her. 

Sue has been a mission partner at 

Temple Lutheran Church since 1975. 

She has always been a welcoming 

presence, often the first one you 

encountered when you came to TLC. 

She frequently ushered at worship 

service, greeting each person with a 

smile as they entered the church. She 

organized the blood drive and then 

greeted each donor with a smile as 

they arrived to register for their blood 

donation. She was also the greeter at 

TLC’s food pantry, and again 

welcomed each pantry shopper with 

that infectious smile. It is hard for Sue 

not to personally greet everyone she 

sees, and so each Sunday she waves 

and waves, trying to make her magic 

work through YouTube. The people 

who now get to share her smiles and 

greetings in person are medical caretakers who poke and prod her.  

About six months ago Sue was diagnosed with cancer (acute myeloblastic 

leukemia) and has been undergoing chemotherapy. Though her blood counts 

are showing improvement, she still has a way to go. She longs to return to in-

person worship and service but must be extremely careful, as her immune 

system is compromised. For now she will have to settle for virtual greetings 

and greeting the nurses and doctors who care for her.  

Sue would like everyone to know how grateful she is for their love, their 

prayers and their many kindnesses. Also, please know that Sue is smiling and 

waving to you each Sunday. Energetically. Be sure to smile and wave back! 

If you would like to help Sue and her husband Dave as they manage this 

challenging time, please consider preparing a dinner for them. Use this link to 

access the Sign-Up Genius. 

Even a pandemic in April of 2020 

couldn’t keep Sue from greeting 

blood donors at TLC. 

Blood Drive Results 

Temple Lutheran Church recently hosted 

another successful Red Cross Blood 

Drive. Fifty pints of blood were collected 

from mission partners and other 

community members. This blood will go 

far to save and enhance many lives. 

Sue Davaro took over the leadership of 

the blood drive for Sue Cook, and had 

big shoes to fill. However, Sue Davaro 

did an excellent job coordinating, 

registering and greeting the donors, as 

well as making sure all went smoothly on 

donation day. Thank you, Sue, for all 

your hard work! And thank you, Sue 

Cook, for your many years of service. 

Also, a special thank you goes out to 

those who donated. 

The next blood drive will take place on 

April 27, 2022. Contact Sue Davaro to 

ensure your place on the schedule. 

Ways to Help Others 

Gift Bags for Chester Eastside: We are filling gift bags for the women 

at Chester Eastside Ministries. Please provide your own bags (7” wide, 9” 

high). Please return the bags by December 5. 

Blanket the World with Love (CWS): Ordinary things — things that we 

often take for granted like blankets can make a world of difference for people 

devastated by tragedy, as well as those working to build a better life for 

themselves and their communities. $5 can wrap a refugee child in a warm 

blanket. Please fill out the form found in the Sunday bulletin, attach your 

payment of $5 (checks payable to Temple Lutheran Church), and drop in the 

collection basket , or make a donation on the website by January 16. 

Sign-up Genius  
Meals for Sue and Dave Cook 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B4EAAAE28A3FE3-cook
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B4EAAAE28A3FE3-cook


   

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Contact Us 

If you have any questions, or if 

you have suggestions  or 

submissions for the  

upcoming Evangel: 

Temple Lutheran Church 

501 Brookline Blvd 

Havertown, PA 19083 

(610) 446-3270 

temple@templelutheran.org 

Visit us on the web at 

www.templelutheran.org 

Book Club Meeting 

Our next book for the TLC 

Book Club will be Holy 

Envy: Finding God in the 

Faith of Others by Barbara 

Brown Taylor. 

Please join us on Monday, 

December 6 at 8 PM for great discussion 

and fellowship. Even if you haven't read the 

book, you are very welcome to join! For 

more details on how to join the video chat, 

contact Despina at 

despina.kontos@gmail.com.  

Consecration Sunday 

The sermon series, Come to the Water, will 

culminate on Sunday, December 5 when we 

celebrate Consecration Sunday. Come and 

hear exciting plans for the future, participate 

in the ribbon cutting ceremony for the new 

Children’s Sunday School space (below the 

sanctuary), and enjoy a delicious brunch. 

Midweek Advent Worship 

Each Wednesday—December 1, 8, 15, 22. 

A worship service using the musical 

meditation, Holden Evening Prayer, will be 

held at Grace Lutheran, in person and on 

Zoom (link). Please join our friends at Grace 

for this moving liturgy. 

Food Pantry Service Dates 

For December the service date has been 

changed to the 3rd Saturday of the month to 

avoid the holidays.  

Christmas Pageant 

Don’t miss Temple’s Christmas pageant, on 

Sunday, December 19 at 10 AM (in person 

or live streamed). Watch and see what our 

young people have created this Christmas. 

Catch the true spirit of the season! 

Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, 

January 23 following the worship service at 

10:00 AM.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Monday    TLC Book Club 

December 6  See announcements below 

8:00 PM     

Saturday   TLC Food Pantry Service Day 

December 18  Servants Welcome! 

1-3 PM 

Sunday    Christmas Pageant 

December 19  In-person & live-streamed   

10:00 AM 

Sunday     Women’s Group Meeting 

December 19    on Zoom  

11 AM     Contact Lisa Schneller 

Christmas Eve! In-person and live-streamed 

Friday, Dec 24 4:00 p.m. Children’s Service 

4:00, 7:00 P.M.  7:00 p.m. Musical Celebration 

& 7:30 P.M.  7:30  p.m. Candlelit Service 

Sunday    Lessons and Carols 

December 26  at Grace Lutheran, Broomall 

10:00 AM     

Tuesday  Life Center Meal 

January 11  Watch for details 

6:00 PM      

Sunday    Women’s Group Meeting 

January 16   on Zoom  

11 AM    Contact Lisa Schneller  

Saturday  TLC Food Pantry  

January 22     Servants Welcome! 

1-3 PM  

Sunday    Annual Meeting 

January 23      

10:00 AM        

mailto:despina.kontos@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89746897380?pwd=eWl2c0ZKWlA4VUZ1UmNnbC8wZHZsdz09

